USSN: 09/965,003 



Docket No.:AUS9200 10684 US 1 



in mi-H NriEosi ufspvu vt vm> i rape-mark office 



\ P pl \o 

Applicants 



Dutta et a! 



Confirmation No, 2730 



I tied 



Istie 



Pattern information Management system 
September 27, 20c * j 



1C \ I 



E\ammei 



Michael Tomaszewski 



Docket \o 



\i vcwmm si 



Customer \o 



48 910 



BRiFfr ON VPFEAL 



Mail Stop Appeal Briefs-Patents 

( ommissumei foi Patents 

PU Bo\ 14S0 Aioxandua V \ 22^ n~14<Ti 

This is an appeal from the Office Action, mailed on July IS, 2006, finally rejecting 
claims 1-19. 

The fee Tot filmy this Bnef on Appeal is 5^00 00, and the Commissioner is hetehs 
authou'ed to deduct thai amount from IBM ( otporation Depostt \ccoimt No 0"-044~ 

\ Request for a One-Month I \tcnsion of Iimt and a cheek m the amount of *s 1 20 ait- 
included so that this Ruei mas bellied b\ December IS 200o 

If these amounts ate insufficient ot should ans, additional fees undct >7 C f~ R s: 1 lo 
to 1 2i be tequued tor an\ teason telatmg to the enclosed mateitals, the Commissioner ts 
ant hoi j 'ed to deduct said fees Dotn IBM ( otporatton, Deposit \ccoimt No 0"-0447 



USSN: 09/965,003 



Docket No.:AUS9200 10684 US 1 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 



REAL. PARTY IN INTEREST 3 

RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 4 

STATUS OF CLAIMS 5 

STATU S OF AMENDMENTS 6 

SUMMARY OF CI AIMED SUBJECT MAT 1ER 7 

GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE RE VIEWED ON APPEAL 1 0 

A RGUM ENTS OF A PP ELLA NTS 1 1-12 

CLAIMS APPENDIX 13-16 

EVIDENCE APPENDIX 17 

REL <Vi" ED PROOF EDI \GS APPEND! X 1 8 



2 



USSN: 09/965,003 



Docket No.:AUS9200 10684 US 1 



REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

The real party in interest is International Business Machines Corp. (IBM) of Armonk, 
New York 
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RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 

There are at present no appeals or interferences on any applications related to the 
present application. 
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STATUS OF CLAIMS 

Claims 1-19 are currently pending and have been finally rejected. 

Claims 1-1 9 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mayaud (U.S. Patent No. 5,845,255) in view of Joao (U.S. Patent No. 6,283/761). 

The rejection of each of claims 1-19 is appealed. 
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STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

AM amendments to the claims have been entered. 
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SI MMVRTi <)i CI.MMEDM BJiX I MATTER 

In general the picsent lm emion icfates ro a s\ srem and method ioi manamnu medical 
patient ptescuption mfoimation i aeh Uaim being appealed is summau/ed hulovs 

Claim I an independent claim dneued to a method m which a patient piescnptton 
toi .i specified meditation is iccened (FIG. 5 Item 502) rhc a\aiialuln\ of msuumcc 
coverage is \ en tied (FIG. 5 Item 506) an msuianee paunent eafegon foi the piestnption is 
dcteimmcd (FIG. 5 Item 516), and die pas mem cateuorv and die pas mem ate ttansimtted to 
the tnsmance compans without the medication mfoimation (FIG- 5 Item 518) 

Claim 2 is a dependent chum rim. c ted to a method that includes ail the elements of 
claim 1 in which the pas ment categon is otic of a list that include* lnand name diugs ueneue 
duigs and diugs that ate not coveted b\ an msmance plan {FIG. 5 item 516) 

Claim 3 is a dependent claim duected to a method that includes all the elements of 
chum 1 plus ihc element of dispensing the specified medication to the panem {p. I, <~005) 

Claim 4 is a dependent claim dnccted to a method that includes all the elements of 
claim 1 phis the element of retries tny patient information and prescuptjon information 
relating to the pauent fiom a database ( FIG. 1 hem 1 14. p. 2, *0i6) 

Claim 5 is a dependent Limn directed to a method that im. Hides all the elements of 
chum 4 plus the element ol storing the prescription that is heing tecened and the 
u>nespondmg pas ment information on the stotage medium (FIG, 1, Item 114 p. 2 ^016) 

Claim 6 is a dependent chum dnected to a method that includes all the elements of 
claim 1 plus the element tif checking the iecei\ ed pteseupijon against pies sous pieseuptions 
lot possible dd\erse teaetious {p. J *005) 

Claim 7 ts an independent clant) ioi a method in winch patient piescnption 
intbitnation is stoicd on a stoiauc medium {FIG. 1 item 114, p. 2 *016>, unlimited access 
to the pteseiipiion information is piusided to the patient, and limited act ess to the 
prescription mtoimation is piowded to a thud pam if the access is authon/ed b\ the patient 
(FIG. 5. Item 518). 

Claim 8 ts an independent dam) ibi a computer ptogiam ptoduct loi managing 
patient pfcscfipuon mfoimation that includes logic foi feectving a patient piescnption (FIG. 
5. Item 502) losnc f< n \ etil\ ing the availabihts ot msutance cos eiage ( FiG. 5, Item 506), 
iogic for \eui\mg a pawnent categorv for the prescription < MG. 5, Hem 516), logic for 
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collecting a pavment for a pattern <FIG. 5 items 506 508 510 and 514), and logic for 
ttansnmtun' the pa\ mem caterers and the pa\ mem Jo an insurance compam without 
indudima. information related to the specific ptesvtibed medication ( HG. 5 Item 518} 

Claim 9 is a dependent daim df reared to a torn purer program product that includes all 
the elements of claim 8 m whieh the pas merit eategon is one oi a list that includes brand 
name drugs uenene drugs and diugs that aie not cox ered b\ an msuiance plan (HG. 5. Item 
516). 

Claim 10 is a dependent daim directed to a computer program product that includes 
all the elements of claim 8 plus logic for dispensing the specified medication to the patient (p. 
1, f 005). 

Claim H is a dependent clami directed to a computet piogum product that includes 
all the elements of claim H plus logic tot retneung patient mtoi matron and picscrrptron 
inibimation i dating to the patient from a database (FIG. 1 item 114, p. 2,*016> 

Claim 12 is a dependent daim directed to a computer piogram pioduct that includes 
all the elements of claim I I plus logic for storing the prescription that is being t evened and 
the concsponding pa\ mcnt information on the storage medium ( FIG. f Item 1 14 p. 2 
10161 

Claim 13 is a dependent claim dneued to a computer piugram product tlut includes 
all the elements of claim I plus lotuc foi checking the i evened piescuptton against ptestous 
prescriptions for possible ad\ esse reactions <p. 1 «'005) 

Chum 14 is an independent claim directed to a ssstem for managing patient 
prescription mfoimation that indudes means to receise a patient prescription for a specified 
medication {FIG. 5 Item 502 », means for \etif\mg the a\ai!abilit\ of msuiance cos ei age 
(FIG. 5, Item 506), means foi seals trig a pas merit eategon (FIG. 5, Item 516) means fui 
collecting a pas ment foi a patient t HG. 5, Items 506 508 510 and 514), and means tor 
transmitting the pa-unent pasmcnt eategois but not the medication miormahoii to the 
msuiance com pans (HG. 5. Item 518) 

Claim 15 is a dependent claim directed to a s\ .stem that includes all the elements of 
chum 14 ju v\l«ch the pa\ merit eategors is one oi a list that includes brand name dntgs 
genet ic daigs and drugs that are not covered b\ an insurance plan ( FIG. 5 Item 516) 
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Claim 16 is a dependent claim directed to a s\ stem that includes all the clemtms of 
chmn 14 plus logic lot dispensing the speuiied medfedljon to die patient <jj. 1, <0tl5> 

Claim 1 7 is d dependent claim directed to a s\ stem that includes dli the dements of 
clatm N plus iogjc tot letncvmg patient tnfotmation and prescription mformauon relating ro 
the patient from a storage medium (¥IG. 1, Item 1 14 p. 2 «016> 

Chum 18 ts a dependent claim duected to a system th.it includes all the elements of 
drum 1 ? plus logic foj suiting the pteseriphon that ts hemg iceesx ed and the eonespondmg 
pd\ mem inibunation on the ^storage medium t KIG. 1, Item 114 p. 2 * 016) 

< laim 19 ks d dependent dami directed to a svstem that includes dl the elements of 
elatm 14 plus logic lot checking the tecened ptc-suiptton against ptewous ptesuiptions iot 
possible adverse Rduions (p. 1 «005> 
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GROUNDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 

1 . Whether each claim of a group of claims consisting of claims 1-1° are unpatentable 

under U.S C. ^ Kf3{a) oser Mayaud {U S Patent No 5.845,255. herein after iefened Lo 
as "Mayaud") in view of Joao (LJ S Patent No 6.28.3.701 ; hereinafter refeired to as 
"Joao")- 
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ARGUMENTS OF APPELLANTS 

1 , Whether a group of claims consisting of claims 1-19 are unpatentable under 

U.S.C. §103(a) over Mayaud (U.S. Patent No. 5,845,255; hereinafter referred to 
as "Maraud*) in view of Joao (U.S. Patent No. 6,283,761; hereinafter referred to 
as "Joao"). 

I 'dvh of claims 1-1° as $>ummaiL~ed abo\e include oitht-i an clement of tiansmittmg 
mfunnation to a unm ioi pavment vsithout mdudmg mfotmatiou concerning the pditictilai 
medicine being prescribed oi other \\fsc limitmu the mfounation that a thud parts lecenes 
subiect to patient appunal i ho pnniats question ? elated to Hie gioumhoL ieiecuou lot each 
claim summauzed above is as follows Dots Joao desaibe "tiansnnftmg the pas ment 
eates/on and the pas tnent to the mstnanee com pans excluding the medication infoimatton ° 
The Hnal Office \oison, dated 07 18 2<>o6. { Office \ction % Oi * O \ '> admsts that \ia\aud 
'fails to i xftcssh disdobe a method Lompnhing (e) tiansmittmg the pas ment categois 
and the pa\ ment to the msusanee companx excluding the medication information f < > V 
pas>e 4. emphasis added). 

the O -\ relies upon loao to addie»s the detkiencs of Ma^ aud and A-pplicants 
contend th.it Joao neithei teaches nos .suggests this element Bnefls loao does not mention 
the exclusion of information identifying a specific medication from a ttau»m5»sion foi 
pax ment to an msmanee a>mpans ot othei pas ment pioudu 

The ex^eipts iiom loao cited in eoniunaion with the O \ desutbe difietent 
combinations of paitfcipants to whom that s\ stem and method of Joao nun appK tool 1 2, 
lines f 8- n ) defines the scope of main tetms em pi on ed m the Specification of joao (u>l 1 ^ 
fines ~-ZO) dt^senksthe bidirectional How t>f data between pioeesstng computes s without 
specifieaiK stating that eei tarn mfoimation is extiuded u^oi f4 hne ^ ilnous/h coi 1^ line 
5), describes lestucuorts to database access corresponding to diffeient healthcare pto\tdets 
tcol i" hnes 12-21 ), and desvubes- carmatkmg sums oi mone\ foi the pas ment of sen ices 
(coi 37. lines 47-65). 

f he closest citatum to the element of iiansntittinu the pas ment catct>ui\ and the 
pd\ ment to the insurance compam excluding the medication tnfbimation is the loao s 
lestuction to database access <col 10 hnes 12-21 > but \pphcants beliese this is eleails 
distinguishable W hethu of not a paiticulai heaitftcare pioxidei is allowed access to 
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CLAIMS APPENDIX 

(Currently Pending Claims) 

1. (Original) A method comprising; 

receiving a patient prescription for a specified medication; 

verifying availability of insurance coverage from an insurance company for 

the patient prescription; 
verifying an insurance payment category for the prescription; 
collecting a payment from die patient based on the payment category; and 
transmitting the payment category and the payment to the insurance company 

excluding the medication information. 

2. (Original) The method of claim I wherein the payment category' is 
selected from brand name, generic, and not covered. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising dispensing the 
prescription to the patient. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising collecting patient 
preexisting prescription information and patient insurance information from a storage 
medium. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 4 further comprising recording the 
prescription and the payment on the storage medium. 
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6. (Original) The method of claim I further comprising checking for adverse 
reactions between the patient prescription and at least one preexisting patient prescription . 

7. (Original) A method comprising: 

storing patient prescription information on a storage medium; 
providing unlimited access to the prescription information to the patient; and 
providing limited access to the prescription information to third parties in 
response to authorization by the patient. 

8. (Original) A computer program product in a computer readable medium 
for use in a data processing system, for managing patient prescription information the 
computer program product compri sing: 

instructions for receiving a patient prescription for a specified medication; 
instructions for verifying availability of insurance coverage from an insurance 

company for the patient prescription; 
instructions for verifying an insurance payment category for the prescription; 
instructions for collecting a payment from the patient based on the payment 

category; and 

instructions ioi ti ansmuhrm the pasment eategors and die p.nment to the 
insurance comp t m\ exclusive of the medication information 

9. (Original) The product of claim 8 wherein the payment category is 
selected from brand name, generic, and not covered. 
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10. (Original) The product of claim 8 further comprising instructions for 
dispensing the prescription to the patient. 

11. (Original) The product of claim 8 further comprising instructions for 
collecting patient preexisting prescription information and patient insurance information from 
a storage medium. 

12. (Original) The product of claim 11 further comprising instructions for 
recording the prescription and the payment on the storage medium . 

13. (Original) The product of claim 8 further comprising instructions for 
checking for adverse reactions between the patient prescription and at least one preexisting 
patient presort ption , 

14. (Original) System for managing patient prescription information system 
comprising: 

receiving means for receiving a patient prescription for a specified medication; 
first verifying means for verifying availability of insurance coverage from an 

insurance company for the patient prescription: 
second verifying means for verifying an insurance payment category for the 

prescription; 

collecting means for collecting a payment from the patient based on the 

payment category; and 
transmitting means for transmitting the payment category and the payment to 

the insurance company exclusive of the medication information. 
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15. (Original) The system of claim 14 wherein the payment category is 
selected from brand name, generic, and not covered. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 14 further comprising dispensing means 
for dispensing the prescription to the patient. 

17. (Original) The system of claim 14 further comprising collecting means for 
collecting patient preexisting prescription information and patient insurance information from 
a storage medium. 

18. (Previously presented) The system of claim further comprising 
recording means for recording the prescription and the payment on the storage medium. 

1 9. (Original) The product of claim 1 8 further comprising checking means for 
checking for adverse reactions between the patient prescription and at least one preexisting 
patient prescription. 



16 



USSN: 09/965,003 



Docket No.:AUS9200 10684 US 1 



EVIDENCE APPEN DIX 

No evidence has been submitted in conjunction with this appiicaiion. 
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rki.a ik i) proceedings appendix 

There aie atuenilv no td^ed pioveedmgs associated wills ihn> application. 
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